A copy  of  a letter  from  Ernest  dated  Dec,  19, 15T.4, 


V 


Helen  has  again  disgraced  herself  in  high  society.  The  other 
day  her  mother  took  her  with  her  to  call  on  the  Grandmother  of  the 
Maharajah, -a  very  fine  old  lady  who  has  her  home  not  so  very  far 
from  us, where  she  receives  visits  every  day  from  the  great 
Maharani,the  power  behind  the  throne,  Helen  has  arrived  at  the 
question  age, and  she  can  ask  more  questions  than  a prosecuting 
attorney.  One  of  the  customs  of  the  country  is  the  chewing 
of  the  beetle-nut, and  the  royal  grandmother  is  addicted  to  this 
habit,  Helen  and  her  mother  enter  the  royal  appartments  and, 
allowing  verv  scant  time  for  the  exchange  of  formalities, the 
daughter  begins  to  ask  questions.  The  old  lady, surrounded  by 
attenden ts (female) , is  reeling  in  state  on  a couch, having  been  in 
a motor-car  accident  last  summer,  from  which  she  has  not  yet  rarro- 
recovered.  Helen  starts  in  on  the  lady, asking  her  questions  in 
the  singular, which  is  used  only  for  servants  in  this  country, 

•nvhat  is  this  thing”?  says  Helen,  ”What  is  that  used  for?” 

"Tiyhat  is  that  little  silver  box”?  Then, pointing  to  an  attendant, 
"what  has  she  in  her  hand?"  The  Swayer  of  scepters  answers 
politely  and  with  amusement  all  of  Helenas  questions, and  congrat- 
ulates her  mother  on  the  fluency  with  which  the  girl  uses  the 
vernacular,  "That, says  her  Highness, "is  a present  from  the  King 
of  England  when  he  visited  this  country  as  Prince  of  Wales.” 

This  is  so  and  so,  and  that  is  something  else”,  i^nd  thus  the 
conversation  went  merrily  on, the  mother  trying  vainly  to  curb  ^ 
the  little  girl, and  gain  control  of  the  conversation. 


"That  is 


a box  which  holds  the  pan  (beetle-nut  )which  T eat”, said  the 
lady  in  answer  to  Helen’s  question  about  what  the  attendant  was 
holdinc^  in  her  hand.  "And  what  is  that  woman  holding  in  her 
hand?"'^a8k8  Helen, pointing  to  another  woman.  Her  Highness  locks 
at  the  little  silver  receptacle, and  after  a moments  hesitation, 
gices  tb e right  answer!  "That  is  what  T spit  in  when  I have 
finished  chewing  the  beetle-nut”.  "What?”,  says  I^elen. 

The  poor  woman  is  compelled  to  repeat  what  she  has  just  said. 
This  time  nelen  'gets  her*  ,and  her  next  question  sends  her 
Highness  into  shreiks  of  laughter,  Tt  was  this:--  "?>h you 

goin?  to  spit?  , ^ j 1.V 

- Waves  of  shame  beat  over  the  poor  humiliated  motha 

but  she  was  somewhat  relieved  when  the  royal  personage  began  to 
laugh.  Her  ladyship  vias  game.  "Right  now"  said  she, and  when  the 
attendant  had  passed  her  the  silver  bowl, she  spat  generously 
therein. 

Some  fool  has  written  recently  discrediting  oriental 
ideas  of  hospitality!  I .*  I 


With  bushels  of  love. 


» 


• ti  XQ  f 

./oodeide , 

I ' 


^anduur,  Mussoorie 


one  ladle  spoon, 

One  crumb  scraper, 

one  large  spoon  ( itodger  Bros.,) 

Two  almond  spoons, 

(line  sugar  spoon, 

Eight  Coffee  spoons, 

11  tea  spoons, 


5 Eruftt 


6 knives  ^ 6 Eorks, 

One  silver  tn#^7el, 

■■  sugar  Spoon?- 

one 

-IE  tea  'spoons, 

3 large  Eorics, 


large  spoon  markec 

— 


one  smaller  Eor^,  with  gold  for^s, 

6 large  spoons, 

one  pair  of  Sugar  tongs. 


llorar,  ; walior  . 10/7/14 


ijalitpur,u  wire  caiae 


Ljy  dear  Queen, 

! 

YesTiera^y-- .while  1 Y;as  writing  you  in 
Irom  Stratton,  sftyin^-  that  :'’T2iieves  have  bro  :en  out  from  your  house, 
ooine  itaaeaiately'*',  i did  not  wish  to  worry  y m with  it  -until  I cd  give 

I 

you  accurate  aetails.so  1 did  not  say  anythirig  about  it  yesterday 
1 worked  like  a nigg®^  Lalitpur  and  caughljthe  mail, and  got  home 
at  four  o'clocic  . i found  it  only  too  true  for  practically  every 
thing  was  open  --the  aimirahs.the  china-closei^jthe  trunit  in  the  dress- 
ing room  etc  , Stratton's  box  in  the  daftar  |iad  also  been  broken  open, 
or  hau  been  openoa  witn  a x:ey  . Yhe  money  ba^  had  been  taken, which  con- 

I 

I 

tained  as  near  as^  1 can  figure  about  Hs  85/  . Fron  Stratton's  box  in 

I 

the  office, the  tbiieves  got, 20  more  .\upees  . tying  in  front  of  the 
dressing-ruom  trunk  v/as  ^a  heap  of  table  silverware , some  of  it  tied  up 
in  the  cloth  cases  ana  some  of  it  lying  lose  • mere  was  some  linen 
lying  with  it,  still  folded  , i'his  pile  had  been  found  outside  of  the 
house, under  a tree, where  it  had  evidently  been  placed-not  thrown  . 

I am  enclosing  a list  of  v;hat  was  found  there  , 1 am  not  sure  it  is 

all  recovered  but  if  you  have  some  of  it  with  you,  it  is  likt  ly  that 
they  took  notiiing  or  else  very  little  of  the  silverware  . Fiease  let 
me  icnov/  at  once  if  you  can  thinx  ol  anything  which  you  have  not  taken 
v;ith  you, which  is  not  included  in  this  list  . it  is  not 

certain  hov^r  the  tliief  or  tJiieves  made  the  entrance  • me  little 
w*indov/  leaaing  into  the  bath-room  Vt^here  we  nov/  keep  the  grain  had  been 
opened  from  the  verandah, by  breaking  a pane  of  glass  • me  police 
tiiink  that  Lhe  entrance  was  not  maae  from  here  however, lor  tne  dust  is 
not  destii»i)ed  at  all  on  the  window-ledge , nor  is  there  any  sign  on  tiie 
floor  or  elsewhere  . ihe  double  doors  opening  from  the  drawing  room 


onto  the  veranaahjtovi'aras  tne  ri'ver,v;ere  xuund  hfcll  open  in  the  morn- 
ing . .(hether  this  Wcxs  merely  the  exit, or  whether  it  was  both  the 
entrance  ana  exit  is  not  ioiovai  . ihe  locic  of  the  trunx  in  thfe  dress- 
ing room  is  not  injured, ana  seems  to  have  been  openea  witn  a ^ey  . 

Ihe  xeys  were  with  me  in  Lalitpur  • j;.lso , Stratton ' s box  might  have 
been  openea  witn  a icey.xor  tnere  was  no  damage  acne  to  tne  xhkk  hasp 
or  Dox  . xne  locic  hus  not  yet  been  louna  . it  seems  as  il  the  uhie\es 
must  hate  taxen  it  Wxth  them  . Because  ol  these  reasons  tne 

police  thinx  thUo  the  rupees  were  ta^a  by  some  one  quite  sure  ol  his 
grouna.who  haa  Keys  and  was  all  prepared  before  hand  • That  the 

breaking  of  the  window  pane  in  the  bath-room  was  merely  a blind  . 

; 

1 think  they  think  Stratton  aid  it", which  is  absurd  • however  it  aoes 
look  as  11  tne  thief  knew  his  way  about  me  trays  were  not  tais.en 
out  of  the  mone^-tauUK  . iJy  tennis  cup  was  not  taken--the  little  sil- 
ver cup  and  pitcher  of  beaten  silver  -were  not  touched  . let  the  al- 
mirahs  were  opened  . .^iat  did  you  have  in  the  larrc  drawer  of  your 
almirah  in  the  bed-room  It  was  locked, was  it  not  ? V/ell.it  was 
forced  open  , out  the  boxes  etc  do  not  seem  at  all  distuibed  • it  all 
looks  us  if  the  people  were  after  the  money  ,and  Knew  where  it  was  . 
Tnat  the  man  who  handled  the  trunx  simply  knew  the  tray, and  gathered 
up  an  arni-iull  of  linen,  silverware  and  raone^  oag,and  made  a dash  for 
it  * unaer  tne  tree  on  the  outoide.they  examined  the  armful, and  fear 
ing  that  tne  silverware  mi^nt  oe  traced  tney  put  it  under  the  tree  and 
vi^ent  away  • it  seems  as  if  all  the  rest  of  the  almirah  opening  wa« 
purely  and  simply  a blind  . fhe  police  are  still  working  on  tne  mat- 
ter, out  have  not  yet  made  any  remarxauie  uxacoveries  . *ney  probably 

never  will  . i hate  to  lose  that  IvS  100/  but  an  thanKlul  it  was  no 

wo  r se  ♦ 


rat  tun, ‘I  illu  and  the  ohauicidar  were  ail  peacexali^ 


sleeping  onuer  uur  fjorte-oochere  during,  tne  nib-ii'*'  • Stratton  seems 
very  much  crushed  by  it  all  . 

you  must  not  worry  about  it  all, dearest  . It  inignt  have 
been  so  muen  worse, anu  we  will  mose;,  along  someway  • 1 am  not  wor- 

rying  about  it  at  all--  or  that  is, very  much  • 


your  letter  came  to  me  last  nignt  , 


X will  maite  ouL  the 


Certilicate  oi  credit, ana  get  it  off  in  todays  mail  • 

I must  stop  nov;  and  Y;rite  my  home  mail  . VJith  all  icinds 


of  love  and  devotion, 


I am. 


your  devoted  husband, 
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